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Pallava genius reared the temple of Kanchi; and at
Mahamallapuram 'the Seven Pagodas'or monolithic Raths
blend secular and religious in a happy synthesis. Com-*
pleted by Mahamalla (625-45) who conquered and slew
Pulakesin II, they are named after him.
Some of these rulers were men of real statesmanship,
tolerant and far-sighted, others were persecutors and
tyrants. The great Chola conqueror Rajaraja was the
noblest of them—a great builder and an able administrator,
who had revenue surveys made, abolished internal tolls and
customs, and kept up the roads and irrigation tanks so much
needed in the south. Pulakesin II of the Chalukya was also
a great soldier and statesman, known to the Arabs and
courted by the Sasanian Chosroes II, whose embassy is
celebrated at Ajanta and whose splendour was known to
China. He was a contemporary of Harsha and of T'ai
Tsung, His brother founded another dynasty—the eastern
Chalukyas—which produced some great rulers and lasted
till the thirteenth century, and is noted for the efflorescence
of Telugu literature.
On the ruins of these kingdoms rose Hoysalas of Mysore,
Yadavas of Devagiri, and others, to be crushed by the
power of Islam, which swept on into the extreme south
till in 1336 arose Vijayanagar, founded by Hoysala and
Yadava refugees and noted for its magnificence and for
its courage in defying the Muslim power till Akbar's time.
Then in 1565 its splendid capital fell and was destroyed
after the fierce battle of Talikota,
How far the Brahmins influenced the statecraft of these
. kingdoms is illustrated in the first-century Kural of Tiru-
valluvar, a didactic poem setting forth political, social, and
religious ideals in 133 chapters, some clearly indebted to
Manu and to the Arthasastra, but all having special refer-
ence to south India, The poet was a low-caste weaver of
Mylapur with a lyric gift and a keen understanding. From
this early start southern religious thought reached its
climax with the great Vedantists Sankara and Ramanuja.
They did for Hinduism what Aquinas and the Schoolmen

